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St. Marr. XXII, 29. 


Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
Te do err, not knowing the Scri- 


prures, nor the Power of GOD. 


4 HE ReſurreQtion of the Body be- 
| ing a Doctrine of ſtrict Revelation 
reſteth upon theſe two Founda- 
tions: The Seripturet to reveal it: 

The Power of God to ect it. | 
Of the ſeveral Sets among the Fews, Two, more 
eſpecialy taken notice of in the Hiſtorical Books 
of the New Teſtament, are thoſe of the Phari- 
ſees, and the Sadducees: One of great Form and 
Auſterity, the Other of as great Looſneſs and 
Latitude in Religion: This of much Oſtenta- 
tion, Sanctimoniouſneſs and Serupuloſity in the 
outward Obſervances, and ſmaller Matters of 
the Law: That of greater Liberty and Negli- 
gence, as if they feared the moſt diſtant Ap- 
proaches to a Show of Godlineſs: Both of them 
equaly void of the true Spirit of Religion, and 
the Hypocriſy of the Phariſe argued as deep, 
and ſettled a Degree of Impiety, as the more 
undiſguiſed Profeffion and Prophaneneſs of the 
dadducee: As to their Behaviour in the Sight 
of Go o, Hypocriſy is as Odious, as Irreligzon: As 
A to 


[2 ] 
to the Principles of the different Sects, Thoſe 
of the Phariſees were as much preferable to the 
Other, as the Belief of a G 0D, and the great Ar- 
ticles of Religion are to Atheiſm and Infide- 
lity. 

With reference to the preſent Argument we 
have a Short, yet full account of their ſeveral 
Tenets in Act: XXIII, 8. For the Sadducets ſay 
that there 1s no Reſurreftion, neither Angel nor Spi- 
rit; but the Phariſees confeſs Both. Now theſe 
Sadducees had among them a certain Story, or 
Tradition, which, they imagined, would puz- 

zle and confound the moſt learned, that belie- 
ved a Reſurrection of the Body. This was 
their Prime, their Top, and Triumphant Argu- 
ment: with this they yapoured and flouriſhed, 
and inſulted, like the Fleering. Infidels of our 
Days, when they have raiſes as they vainly 
dream, ſome unanſwerable Difficulty againſt any 
Article of our Faith: With this formidable Sto- E. 
ry the Sadduceer. come to our Bleſſed Lord, ¶ im 
and ſtate their Caſe, and propound their Que- I So 
ſtion, little expecting ſuch an Anſwer as the 
received, for thus we read. muſe; 

The ſame Day came to Him the Sadducees, whit 
ſay, there is no Reſurrettion, and anted Hlim, ſay- 
ing, Moſes ſaid, If a Man die having no Children, 
his Brother ſhall marry his Wife, and raiſe up ſetd 
unto his Brother, Now there were with us ſeven 
Brethren, and Mfr, when be had married a Wife 
deceaſed, and having no Iſſue left his Wife unto bi 
Brother; Likewiſe the ſecond alſo, and the third mw 

to the ſeventh. And laſt of all the Woman died a 
fo. Therefore in the Reſurreftion, whoſe Wife 1 
a 
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ſhe be of the ſeven? for they All had ber. This 
was the Difficulty, and as the m_ the Phariſees 
eſpecialy had entertained groſs, and Carnal No- 
tions of Man's Happineſs after the Reſurre- 
ion, they could not clear the Point, and re- 
turn a Satisfactory Anſwer, The Phariſees par- 
ticularly would be more embarraſſed, for as 
they held a perpetual Tranſanimation, or Tranſ- 
migration of Souls, they could not ſay, whoſe 
Wife, nor ſo much as whoſe Soul She ſhould be 
of all the Bodys, that ſhould be raiſed. 

But our Bleſſed Lord preſently ſhowed, that 
all the Difficulty lay in their own Miſtakes and 
Ignorance : Te do err not knowing the Scriptures 
nor the Power of GOD. For in the Reſurretiion they 
neither marry, nor are given in Marriage, but are, 
as the Angels of GOD in Heaven, Then He pro- 
ceedeth to prove the Reſurrection from the 
Scriptures. 

| would obſerve as I go along firſt, That 
Error 1s juſtly 'charged upon Ignorance, as its 
immediate and Efficient Cauſe, (if what is a 
Sort of a Negative, may be called an Efficient 
Cauſe!) For Error is the Natural Offspring of 
lenorance, and, notwithſtanding the little: So- 
phiſtical Wit, that lieth in the Prophaneneſs of 
it, That Devotion, which hath Ignorance for 
her Mother, hath Error and Superſtition for” 
her Siſter and Brother. But Ignorance is not 
the Mother of all Devotion: Of all falſe It is, 
with reſpect both to the Object and Manner 
of Worſhip. 

To what Cauſe ſoever the Ignorance of Men 


Js owing, whether to Incapacity, or Lazyneſs, 
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or Prejudice, or Prophaneneſs, the Effects of it 
are ſtill the ſame: Error in Al, butein Some, as 
in the Enemys of Religion, Error impregnated 
with Rancour, and Malice, and Blood! 

In the mean time, to what Cauſe ſoeyer their 
Ignorance is owing, they all diſcover it the 
ſame Way, by their Opinions, or rather, we 
may ſay, by their Objections; For their Opi- 
nions are no more than ſo many Objections, or 
Contradictions to the Truth. This Singularity 
is the Mark of theſe Opiniators from the An- 
cient Sadducee to the Modern Sceptic, and the 
ſame Spirit runneth thorough the whole Herd 
of Epicurus, and all the Libertines of the ſame 
Tribe down to this preſent Time: And of them 
All We may pronounce, that in their Diſputes 
againſt Religion, they have betrayed a moſt 
groſs and ſtupid Ignorance : an Ignorance than 
which Nothing can be leſs, but their Wit, and 
Nothing greater but their Malice: So far as 
they have Parts and: Learning, they fall under 
that Cenſure of St. Peter, That they ars willmng- ¶ la; 
y Inorant. 2 Pet. III, 5. and that other of St. th 

aul. Profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became Fooli. pe 
Rom. I, 22. thy 

| Secondly I would obſerve that, notwithſtand- Ble 
ing the Streſs they ſeem to lay upon the Num- I cee. 
ber of thoſe, who had ſucceſſively the ſame WW kn 
Woman to Wife, the Difficulty upon their Sup- E fam 
polition is as great from Two, as from Twenty, I 0% 
and no greater, if Seventy than if Seven only I gue 
had married her. For if there be no Marriage, 
there 1s no Dithculty : All this mighty Babble 


preſently yaniſheth into Air, and all their Sneer- 
ing 


EY 
ing Inſolence is at once Silenced and repreſſed 
by the clear and gracious Anſwer, which our 
meek and mercitul Redeemer ſo gently, and ſo 
mildly returned. 

By this Anſwer He not only correcteth their 
Miſtakes, but inſtructeth their Ignorance : He 
correcteth their Miſtakes by acquainting them, 
that they went on a falſe Suppoſition, that in 
Heaven there is no Marriage, as they imagined, 
and therefore Marriage is no Argument againſt 
a Reſurrection: He informeth their Ignorance 
by teaching them What the State and Condi- 
tion of Good Men (hall be at the Reſurrection: 
He aſſerteth the Truth of the Doctrine from 
the Scriptures, and the Certainty of it from the 
Power of Gop: and whereas they were igno- 
rant of Both, to convince them of the One He 
openeth unto them the Other, and from the 
Scriptures proveth at once the Power of G op, 
and the Reſurrettion of the Dead. 

My preſent Buſineſs therefore ſhall be to en- 
large upon this Proof, and to produce in Order 
the Serzpture Doctrine of the Reſurrection as a pro- 
per Argument to all thoſe, who acknowledge 
the Scriptures to be the Word of Gop: Our 
Bleſſed Saviour here argueth with the Saddu- 
ces from thoſe Scriptures only, which they ac- 
knowledged, and bringeth his Anſwer from the 
lame Writings, out of which they raiſed their 
OHection; And to Chriſtians We may likewiſe ar- 
gue from all thoſe Scriptures; which are received 
by Chriſtians, 

Theſe Scriptures contain, among Others, the 
great Truths of Natural Religion, and I will ſup- 

pole, 


K 26s 
poſe, the Sadaucees themſelves were not ſo har- 
dy, as to deny the Power of Gop, tho they 
were ſo ignorant, as not to know it: that is 
they would not make their Notions or Know- 
ledge the Meaſure and Extent of the Divine ; 
Power; Nor can any Infidel at this day, who 
acknowledgeth the Divine Being, make any x 
Queſtion of his Power. So that if it appeareth « 
by any good Proof, that Gop hath declared II y 
there ſhall be a Reſurrection, this is Enough; i 
there is no Doubt, but there will be: It is im- I 6 
poſſible in the mean time for the whole Strength I 7 
of Infidelity from any Topics Natural or Moral 
to prove, there ſhall not be a Reſurretion: and IM ir 
it is only an Inſtance of a more obſtinate Infideli- I I. 
ty, if ſo much more Light cannot convince the T 
Modern, when one ſingle Argument put the old If br 
Saadducees to Silence. ſe, 
To us certainly Nothing can be more evi- Wo 
dent, than this Declaration, and if We receive an 
the Scriptures, We muſt receive the Doctrine of I th 
the Reſurrection alſo. For this great Point, which 
was ſufficiently (altho' to us at this Diſtance it 
now appeareth more obſcurely) revealed in the 
Writings of Moſes, and the Prophets, is more 
fully and clearly opened in the Goſpel. And 
yet ſo ſtrong and Evident were the Proofs of a 
Reſurrection before, that our Blefled L orD ap- 
pealeth only to the Writings of Moſes, and in 
them to One Paſſage only, as ſufficient in the 
Caſe, proving the Reſurrection from that ſo- 
lemn Declaration Exod. III, 6. I am the GOD 
of Abraham, and the GOD of Iſaac, and tht 


GOD of Jacob. GOD is not the GOD of the 
Dead, 


ww £03 
Dead, but of the Living, He is their Gov, their 
Sheild and their exceeding great Reward, and 
they reſt in Hope of Eternal Life, which G OD, 
that cannot lie, hath promiſed, Tit. I, 2. 

That we may proceed the more regularly I 
will propoſe the Scripture Doctrine, as we find it 
delivered, firſt in the Old Teſtament, and after- 

8 wards in the New : In the Old Teſtameus accord- 
ing to the ſeveral Periods of Time, as it ftood 
before the Law, and under the Law: In the New 
Teſtament, as it ſtandeth Now in the Goſpel. 

Firſt, The Doctrine of the Reſurrection is taught 

d in ſeveral-Paſlages of the Old Teſtament before the 

li- Law, and implied, and ſuppoſed in ſeveral more. 

he The Proof (for inſtance) which our Saviour 

d  bringeth from this Declaration of God to Me- 

ſer, is virtualy implied wherever Gop had be- 

vi- fore declared Himſelf to be the GOD of Abraham, 

ye and the GOD of Iſaac, and wherever He is (tiled 
of the GOD of their Fathers. 

ich The Reſurrection ſeemeth to have been an 

it N original Fundamental Doctrine revealed firſt to 
the Alam after his Fall, preſerved in the Holy 
ore ¶ Sed, and from Noah derived to Abraham and 
nd the Patriarchs: Moſes doth not firſt make it 
f a known, but only recordeth this Doctrine, as 
ap- Ihe doth other Facts from the Creation to his 
| in horn Days. And whether he were taught it by 
pecial Inſpiration, or by Tradition from his Fa- 
thers, or found it written on the Pillars and 

Lables of ancient Time, or in Books, ſuch as 

wch's (then poſſibly extant ;) Whatever way ic 
as known, it is certain, the Doctrine was ſo 

Id, as he hath delivered it: If he 1 

a 
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all the Facts, which he relateth, from Trad: 
tion, or any other Memorzals, then it is Evi- 
dent, that unto his own Times the Knowledge 
of all thoſe Tranſactions remained, and among 
them the Communications of Go p with the 
Patriarchs Abrabam Iſaac and Facob: thro the 
whole Courſe of his Hiſtory we find all along 
an Account of an Original Revelation followed 
by ſeveral ſpecial Ones, in the frequent Inter- 
courſes of Gop with the Sons of Men. 

The Hiſtory, which he hath given us, is of 
the World in general, and of the Progenztors and 
the Seed of Abraham in particular from the Crez- 
tion unto the time, that Himſelf was called of 
God, and made a Ruler and a Judge over the 
Children of Iſrael. Under that Sacred Char 
Cer he delivered a more Special Revelation from 
the Mouth of the Lord, concerning the Natur: 
and the Will of Gop in the ſeveral Civil, Ri. 
tual, and Moral Laws, Ordinances and Duty: 
But theſe Subſequent had ſtill a Reference to 
thoſe Original Revelations, with which he begin- 
neth, and proceedeth in giving us the Hiſtory 
of the Church of Gop from the Creation. By 
the Courſe and Tenour of this Hiſtory we are 
taught, what were the Primitive Doctrines, par- 
ticularly that the Reſurrection was believed 
high as Abel, and conſequently as high as 4 
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dam. Whether it was delivered as a Branch of 7 
the Covenant after the Fall, and propounded a 
a Reward of Obedience for the Future, and 1 G 

preſent Aſſurance, that the Sentence of Death de. 4 
nounced againſt him was repealed, the Doctrine Foy 
itſelf is legible under all the ſeyeral Dzſpenſ *® 


tion 


tion 


TX 


tions from Adam unto Chriſt, and the Reſurre- 


Aion was a conſtant Article in the Creed of the 


Ancient Church. 

This we learn from XI. Hebr. by reading over 
that glorious Roll of the Faithful, and that no- 
ble Army of Martyrs which beginneth with 4- 


bel and reacheth down almoſt to the loweſt Ages 


of the Fewiſb Church: Theſe all as well as Moſes 
had a reſpect unto the Recompence of Reward, and, 
thoſe, to whoſe Lot it fell, underwent the ſe- 
vereſt Tryals, not accepting Deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better RMſurrection. v. 26, 36. 

What was the Faith of Abraham in this great 
Article we learn from that Extraordinary Tryal, 
and glorious Example of his Obedience in not 
witholding his Son, his only Son, when God re- 
quired him to tate him, and offer him up for a 
burnt Offering : Gen. XXII. And ſurely he ar- 
gued right, when he ſo readily reſigned him- 
felf to the Divine Pleaſure. For he beleived 
GOD, who quickeneth the Dead. Rom. IV. 17. 
Accounting that GO D was able to raiſe him up 
even from the Dead: from whence alſo he received 
him in a Figure. Hebr. Xl. 19. 

What was the Faith of Jſaac, and of Jacob 
in this Point we learn alſo from the ſame E- 
piſtle to the Hebrews, for the Apoſtle having 
recounted how by Faith Abraham obeyed the 
Call of Gop, and by Faith ſojourned in the Land 
of Promiſe as in a ſtrange Country, dwelling in Ta- 
bernacles with Iſaac and Facob the Heirs with him 
of the ſame Promiſe, He giveth this Reaſon for 
this fignal Patience and Obedience of the great 
Father of the Faithful equaly applicable 2 
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Children 1ſaac aud Jacob. For he looked, and fo 
did they, for a City, which hath Foundations, whoſe 
Builder and Maker is G0 D: Their ſojourning, 
their Faith and their Proſpect was the ſame. 
For of them at leaſt, if not of all their Poſteri- 
ty (Thoſe True Children of the Promiſe, that are 
counted for the Seed. Rom. IX. 8.) until Moſes, the 


Apoftle amply teſtifieth, that Theſe all died in | 


the Faith not having received the Promiſes, but hav- 
ing ſeen them afar off, they beleived, and embraced 
them, and confeſſed that they were Strangers and 
Pilgrims upon Earth. For they like Abraham look- 
ed tor another Country, that 1s an Heavenly, and 
for another City, whoſe Builder and Maker is GOD, 
Wherefore GOD 1s not aſhamed to be called their 
GOD. He is not aſhamed of them even now 
they are in the Grave, but He is called, and He 
calleth Himſelf their Gop, and accordingly He 
hath prepared for them a City ready to receiye 
them, when they ſhall ariſe from the Dead. 

I ſhall cloſe this Evidence with the Teſtimo- 
ny of_St. Paul in the twenty fourth, and twen- 
ty fixth of the Ad. The Twenty fourth reci- 
teth his Defence before Felix, wherein He ma- 
keth Profeſſion of the true old Religion, and 
appealeth to his Accuſers themſelves for this 
Ancient Article of their Faith. But this I confeſs 
unto thee, that after the Way, which they call Fe. 
reſie, ſo worſhip I the GOD of my Fathers — Aud 
have Hope towards G0 D, which they themſeloes 
alſo allow, that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the 
Dead, both of the Fuſt and Onuft, v. 14, 15. Now 
if by the Gop of his Fathers, he meaneth the 


Gop of Abraham, 1ſaac and Facob, and if in 
Wor- 
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Worſhiping Him, he followed the Example of 
his Fathers, then they had the fame Hope to- 
wards God, which St. Paul here profeſſeth, and 
his Accuſers alſo do allow. 

Afterwards in his Defence before Feſtus and 
King Aripba, he maketh another noble Con- 
feſſion of the ſame Faith. Aud now I ſtand and 


an judged for the Hope of the Promiſe made of GOD 


unto the Fathers. Unto this Promiſe he telleth 
them, the Jews themſelves hope to come, and yet, 
which is ſtrange, he addeth, For this Hopes ſake, 
Kine Agrippa, 1 am accuſed of the Fews, What 
this Hope and this Promiſe were, we may learn 
from the Queſtion, he preſently ſubjoyneth. 

ſhould it be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that GO D ſhould raiſe the Dead? XXVI. 6, 7, 8. 
If therefore the Fathers underftood the Promiſe 
made unto them of G 0 D, they believed alſo the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. To the ſame Promiſe 
he ſeemeth alſo to have reſpect, when he de- 
clareth to the Jews at Mme. For the Hope of 
lirael I am bound with this Chain. Acts XXVIII. 
20, For the Hope of Iſrael included, what 
the Apoſtle in his Preaching conſtantly joyned 
together Feſus, and the Reſurrection. 

This then was the Faith of the Patriarchs be- 
fore the Law: The Declaration, which Gop 
made unto Moſes, ſheweth what the Doctrine 
was from the Beginning, and eſtabliſheth it unto 
the End: And our Bleſſed Lord by arguing 
from that Declaration demonſtrateth the Reſur- 
rection to have been the Doctrine of all ancient 
Time, and propoundeth it alſo upon the ſame 
Foundation to all Future Ages. 
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For if this Style and Title be a good Argu- 
ment, that the Dead are raiſed, it was an Argu- 
ment long before the time of Moſes, even as 
high as any part of this Style hath been uſed 
by Gop, or applied by Men. We may take 
a View of it therefore, as Moſes giveth it long 
before the Proclamation of it at the Buſh. 

It is uſed by Gop, and /ſaac was taught this 
Doctrine, when G op appeared unto him, and 
ſaid, I am the GOD of Abraham thy Father. Gen, 
XXVI. 24. The ſame Inference might Jacob al- I t. 
ſo make, when the Lord ſtood above the Ladder, I 
that reached from Earth to Heaven, and ſaid Tam ſ 
the GOD of Abraham thy Father, and the GOD © 
of Iſaac. XX VIII. 13. equaly the Go bo of Abra- p: 
ham Dead, and of Iſaac Living, as I ſhall have I 4 


3. YE Oe OOO DEN, 


Occaſion more particularly to obſerve hereafter. W h: 


More fully ſtill might he conclude a Reſurrectim W H 
from this Title, when 1ſaac was alſo Dead, and  w 
Go appeared to him at Beerſheba in his Way 
to Eypt, and ſaid, I am the GOD of thy Father. 
XLVI. 3. | 

But this Title 1s not only uſed by Gop: It 
is alſo applied and aſcribed unto Him: And his 
Faithful Children do ever call Him the G0D 
of their Fathers, So in the Inſtance laſt cited, 
v. 1. We read, that Jacob offered Sacrifices unto the 
GOD of his Father Iſaac: and before XXXI. 
42. he had called Him the GOD of my Father, 
the GOD of Abraham, and the Fear of Iſaac. 
Once more when he giveth his Fatherly Bene- 
diction to Foſeph and his two Sons, he pronoun ' 
ceth it in theſe moſt devout and ſolemn Words {eli 
GOD, before whom my Fathers Abraham and Jar 0 


[13 ] 
did walk, the GOD, which fed me all my Life long 
unto this day, the Angel, which redeemed me from 
all Evil, Bleſs the Lads, and let my Name be na- 
med on them, and the Name of my Fathers, Abra- 
ham and 1ſaac. XLVIII. 15, 16. Here I would 
obſerve, that the Angel, which redeemed him is 
the Go p of Abraham and Iſaac: the ſame which, 


i fed him all the Days of his Life. Even the Angel 


of the Covenant, the Eternal Son! 

There is one place more, and of more Extent 
to ſhow, that the Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
was known to the Houſe of Bethuel the Grand- 
ſon of Terab the Father of Abraham of the Line 
of Eher, the Stock and Family, whence they All 
proceeded. For in the ſame Chapter, viz. XXXI. 
42. where Jacob ſpeaketh of the GOD of Abra- 
bam, and the Fear of Iſaac, Laban alſo ſtyleth 
Him the GOD of your Father, v. 29. and after- 
wards he ſolemnly calleth upon Gov to Wit- 
neſs on the behalf of himſelf and his Daugh- 
ters, under this ſpecial Compellation, v. 53. The 
GOD of Abraham and the GOD of Nabor, the 
GOD of their Father judge betwixt us: and to 
ſhow, that this Gop was the ſame, the Gop 
of Abraham, and the GOD of Nabor, we find, 
that Jacob immediatly aſſented to the Oath, and 
ſware by the FE AR, of his Father Iſaac, From 
hence we may conclude, that the Doctrine of 
the Reſurrection was known not only to Abra- 
bam and his Sons, but to the reſt of the Sons 
of Eber alſo, 

We do not read indeed, that Gop made Him- 
ſelf known unto Abraham by the Style of the 
GOD of his Fathers, tho as Laban uſeth the = 

dle 


[ 14 | 
tle it is plain, the Compellation was Familiar 
among the Children of Eber ; and we cannot 
ſuppoſe Abraham to have been ignorant of it. 
There might be, and doubtleſs there were 
other Notices of this Doctrine: The Reſurre- 
Gon was revealed, as we have ſeen, long before 


Abraham had a Being. But after Gop had cho- 


ſen him, and his Seed for his own Peculiar Peo. 


ple, He made them the Depoſitarys of His "Truth, 
to preſerve the Former and to receive his Futur: 
Revelations: Thoſe eſpecialy, that relate to the 
Creation, the Fall, and Redemption of Mankind, 
and altho' we do not meet with any expreſs Re- 
velation in ſo many Words, the Dead ſhall be raiſed, 
yet this Declaration of Gop to Moſes is to be 
taken for a ſufficient Evidence of it, as the lil: 
Style and Compellation was ſo for the ſame 
Reaſon from the Beginning. Accordingly our 
Bleſſed Lord propoſeth it at ſo many hundred 
Years Diſtance as an unanſwerable Argument, 
that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
_ thus propoſed it put the Sadducees to $- 
ence. 

Iwill therefore propoſe the Argument from 
the parallel places, as they beſt ſerve to illuſtrate 
and confirm each other : And then it will ap- 
pear, that all the Variety of Words it is delivered 
in, and every point of Light it is placed in, do 
meet and center in the ſame Concluſion. 

{The Parallel places are Matt. XXII. 31. Mar, 
XII. 26. Lu. XX. 37, &c.] As touching the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead: Touching the Dead, that they 
riſe, have ye not read in the Book of Moſes, That 
which was ſpoken unto you by GO D, How = i 

* 


{ IF | 

Buſh GOD ſpake unto him, ſaying, I am the GOD 
of Abraham, and the GOD of 1ſaac, and the GOD 
of Jacob, or, as it is put more in Form by St. 
Luke, Now that the Dead are raiſed, even Moſes 
ſhewed at the Buſh, when he calleth the LORD, The 
GOD of Abraham, the GOD of Iſaac, and the GOD 
of Jacob. For [correſpondently with the other 
Evangeliſts] He is not a GOD, or the GOD of the 

Dead, but of the Living, to which is added, for 
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juſt in St. Hart] Ye therefore do greatly err, in 
ſuppoſing that Death putteth an Abſolute Pe- 
riod to your Being, ſo that Man ſhould never 
ſubſiſt in his own Body and Soul again: And 
this was the peculiar Error of the Sadduceer, 
they did not only deny the Reſurrection of the 
ne lady, but the Exiſtence of the Spirit alſo : This 
ar Declaration is an Anſwer to Both: Of Courſe 
It proyeth the ſeparate Exiſtence of Spirits, but 
that alone cannot be called a Reſurrection : It 
muſt imply therefore the Reſtoration of the Body 
to each ſeparate Spirit. 


I” > > > oe 


im Nero Things: Firſt, That What Gop ſpake Him- 
te Nelf is recited as ſpoken by Moſes alſo, and Mo- 
p- W is ſaid to call Him, what He calleth Him- 
ed Nel, the Gop of Abraham &c. What Moſes ſo 
do Nelivereth is therefore the immediate Word of 
op. Secondly, That What Gop thus ſpake 

ar, Into Moſes at the Buſh, He ſpake unto all the 
hildren of {ſrael in their Generations. Have 
not read that which was ſþoken unto you by GOD? 
hat was ſpoken unto Moſes, our Bleſſed Lord 
uth was ſpoken unto them, they therefore are 
con- 


all live unto Him, and the Concluſion is very 


Before I proceed I would juſt obſerve theſes 
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tle it is plain, the Compellation was Familiar 
among the Children of Eber; and we cannot 
ſuppoſe Abraham to have been ignorant of it. 
There might be, and doubtleſs there were 
other Notices of this Doctrine: The Reſurre- 
Aion was revealed, as we have ſeen, long before 


Abraham had a Being. But after Gop had cho- 


ſen him, and his Seed for his own Peculiar Peo. 


ple, He made them the Depoſitarys of His Truth, 
to preſerve the Former and to receive his Futur: 
Revelations : Thoſe eſpecialy, that relate to the 
Creation, the Fall, and Redemption of Mankind, 
and altho' we do not meet with any expreſs Re- 
velation in ſo many Words, the Dead ſhall be raiſed, 
yet this Declaration of Gop to Moſes is to be 
taken for a ſufficient Evidence of it, as the {ik 
Style and Compellation was ſo for the ſame 
Reaſon from the Beginning. Accordingly our 
Bleſſed Lord propoſeth it at ſo many hundred 
Years Diſtance as an unanſwerable Argument, 
that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
_ thus propoſed it put the Sadducees to &. 
ence. 

Iwill therefore propoſe the Argument from 
the parallel places, as they beſt ſerve to illuſtrate 
and confirm each other : And then it will ap- 
pear, that all the Variety of Words it is delivered 
in, and every point of Light it is placed in, do 
meet and center in the ſame Concluſion. 

{The Parallel places are Matt. XXII. 31. Mar. 
XII. 26. Lu. XX. 37, &c.] As touching the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead: Touching the Dead, that they 
riſe, have ye not read in the Book of Moſes, That 
which was ſpoken unto you by G 0 D, How 1 i 
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Buſh GOD ſpake unto him, ſaying, I am the GOD 
of Abraham, and the GOD of Iſaac, and the GOD 


of Jacob, or, as it is put more in Form by St. 
Luke, Nom that the Dead are raiſed, even Moſes 


ſhewed at the Buſh, when he calleth the LORD, The 


60D of Abraham, the GOD of Iſaac, and the GOD 
of Jacob. For [correſpondently with the other 


Evangeliſts] He is not a GOD, or the GOD of the 


Dead, but of the Living, to which is added, for 
all live unto Him, and the Concluſion is very 
juſt in St. Mark] Ye therefore do greatly err, in 
ſuppoſing that Death putteth an Abſolute Pe- 
riod to your Being, ſo that Man ſhould never 
ſubſiſt in his own Body and Soul again: And 
this was the peculiar Error of the Sadduceer, 
they did not only deny the Reſarreqtion of the 
Body, but the Exiſtence of the Spirit alſo : This 
Declaration is an Anſwer to Both: Of Courſe 
It proveth the ſeparate Exiſtence of Spirits, but 
that alone cannot be called a Reſurrection : It 
muſt imply therefore the Reſtoration of the Body 
to each ſeparate Spirit. 

Before I proceed I would juſt obſerve theſes 
two Things: Firſt, That What Gop ſpake Him- 
lf is recited as ſpoken by Moſes alſo, and Mo- 
7 is ſaid to call Him, what He calleth Him- 
elt, the Gop of Abraham &c. What Moſes ſo 
lelivereth is therefore the immediate Word of 

0d, Secondly, That What Gop thus ſpake 
Into Moſes at the Buſh, He ſpake unto all the 
hildren of {ſrael in their Generations. Have 
? not read that which was ſþoken unto you by GOD? 
hat was ſpoken unto Moſes, our Bleſſed Lord 


ich was ſpoken unto them, they therefore are 
con- 


[. 26; 

concluded and obliged to believe by this De. 

claration. 
The Reſurrection here ſpoken of we have ſaid 
can be no other, than the Reſurrection of the By 
dy, and, I may add in anſwer to the Endless 
Cavils of Unbeleivers, of the ſame Body: Other. 
wiſe this was no Anſwer to the Sadducees, who 


ſaid there was no Reſurrettion, and propoſed a | 


Caſe of no Difficulty, unleſs they denied a pre- 
per Reſurrection; but upon that Suppoſition it i 
ſpeciouſly alleged to diſprove the Reſurrection of 
the Body and its Reunion to the Spirit: Becauſe 
if the Dead fhall riſe, the Woman, who had 
been Wife to the ſeyen Brethren, could not at 
her Reſurrection be the Wife of them All, and 
to which She ſhould be aſſigned, it was not eaſy, 
they thought it impoſſible to determine; But 
as our Saviour told them, there are no Mar- 
riages in Heaven, the Relation, which was dif 
ſolved by Death, is not renewed at the Reſur- 
rection, and That, which ſubſiſted ſeveraly i 
a Succeſſive Order, cannot ſubſiſt at the ſame 
Time between all together. But leaving theſt 
Sage Poſers ---- 

The Argument, which our Saviour uſeth pro 
ceedeth upon, is an allowed Poſition ; That G0! 
zs5 not the GOD of the Dead, but of the Livin 
The Conſequent indeed might not be clear at firl 
light, that becauſe He calleth Himſelf the G0 
of Abraham, &c. therefore there ſhall be a Re 
ſurrection; but the Sequel is proved by this A 
im. GOD is not a GOD or the GOD of the Deai 
but of the Living, If therefore He be Gov e 


Avraham, then (to point the Anſwer right : 
th 
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the Queſtion) Abraham ſhall not continue under 


che Dominion of Death, but ſhall be raiſed from 
da the Grave. 

Since therefore He is the GOD of their Fathers, 
the Go p of Abraham, &c. Since Himſelf is plea- 
ſed to declare Exod, III. 15. This is my Name for 
ever, and this is my Memorial unto all Generations, 
ice St. Peter ſpeaking to the Fews Act, III. 13. 
in Conformity hereunto calleth Him the 60 


Jacob, the GOD of your Fathers, then we ſay, ſo 
far as this Title extendeth thorough, out all A- 
ges, ſo often as it is repeated, ſo far is the Do- 
trine of the Reſurreftion extended, and ſo often 
is the Aſſurance of it renewed. 

But beſides the general Poſition, that He ir 
the GOD of the Living, in St. Luke there is this 
Univerſal Aſſertion added. For All live unto Him, 
and thus the Unzwerſality of the Reſurrection is 
Equal to the Vniverſality of the Propoſition. 
uy Nevertheleſs how clearly ſoever the Unzver- 
me [ty of the Reſurrection may be proved from 
ele other places, (as J have profeſſedly jhowed in a 
Diſcourſe on that Subjett *,) here our Bleſſed Lord 
ſpeaketh of the Ręſurrection of the Fuſt only, or 
of the Reſurrection to Happineſs and Glory: for 
in this Senſe alone is GoD here ſtyled the Gop 
of Abraham, and of all, that are counted for the 
Led of Abraham, as He is their Almighty Savour, 
therr Shield, and their exceeding great Reward. Un- 
der this Title and Denomination He giveth the 
trongeſt Aſſurances, that he will bring upon 


« Diſcourſe concerning the Univerſality, and Order of the Re- 


nection. 1733. 
8 C Abra- 


of Abraham, the GOD of Iſaac, and the GOD of 
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Abraham That, which He hath ſpoken of him. Gen, 
XVIII. 19. But ſeeing that Abraham and his true 
Seed, all died in Faith, not having received the Pro. 7 
miſe. Heb. XI. 13. it remaineth to be fulfilled q 
unto them at the Reſurrefon, and their perfect 
Conſummation in Bliſs and Glory, as the Apoltle 
teacheth v. 39, 40. Theſe all, having obtained a| 0 
good Report thro Faith, received not the Promiſe, 6 
GOD having provided ſome better Thing for us, that q 
they without us ſhould not be made Perfett. (A 
Some Celebrated Writers, and among them c 
moſt eminently our excellent and learned MED: © 
have reſtrained the Promiſe to a ſtrict terd 
Senſe, as if Gop had thereby obliged Himſelf 4 
to put Abraham in Actual Poſſeſſion of the Land 95 
of Canaan, and that Abraham therefore mult of 7 
Neceſſity be raiſed from the Dead, and live again , „ 
upon Earth, in full Poſſeſſion of promiſed Land. 5 
This indeed ſeemeth a fair Foundation for the 
Millenary Scheme, as ſeveral parts of it would h 
ſuit very well, and fall in with the Caling and". 
Reſtoration of the Fews, having their great An- 4 
ceſtors Abraham, Jſaac, and Jacob at their Head, XV] 
accompanied with all their Poſterity, except theſ. ©, 
laſt Generation, who lived before Fo/buah had 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Land. 
But ſurely fulfilling the Promiſe to his Seed 
was fulfilling it unto him: It is expreſſed boti 
Ways, ſometimes to Abraham, ſometimes to hull 
Seed, and ſometimes to him, and his Seed toge- 
ther: The firſt Promiſe is to his Seed. Gen. XII. 
7. Unto thy Seed will I give this Land; the next 
is to Him and his Seed. To thee will I give it, ai, 


to thy Seed for ever. Ariſe, walk thro the * 
0 


0 [ 79 ] 
For I will give it unto thee, XIII. 15-17. The 
„ third is to himſelf alone, I have brought thee out of 
Vr of the Calaees, to give thee this Land to inherit 
"it: XV. 7. Now that this Promiſe thus made 
q ſhould be fulfilled in his Poſterity we have theſe 
two convincing Evidences: Firſt there is a de- 
terminate Time fixed, and interpoſed for the 
Completion of it: even the Space of ſour hundred 
Years, v. 13-16. This is confirmed by St. Stephen 
(Acts VII. 6--17.) where he mentioneth this In- 
terpoſition of four hundred Years and the Death 
of the Patriarchs, and continueth his ſhort Hiſto- 
ry in theſe remarkable Words, But when the Time 
of the Promiſe drew nigh, the People multiplied in E- 
%. Secondly we argue from the Expreſs Words 
"Wot the Covenant it ſelf, In that ſame day the 
Lord made a Covenant with Abram, ſaying, Uuto 
cy Sed have I given this Land, &c. v. 18. 
he This 1s a familiar Form, and it 1s no Impro- 
ricty to ſay, That is given to the Perſon, to 
hom it is promiſed, which is given to his Poſte- 
ity: In like Manner it was once more repeated, 
f when GoD gave him the Covenant of Circumciſion. 
* "XVII. s. In the ſame Terms alſo is was renewed 
1 Iſaac. XXVI. 3. and to Jacob. XXVIII. 13. 
and accordingly it was fulfilled: This Point 1s 
lo plain, that it need not be laboured, there- 
ore I will only add, That in the ſame Propriety 
" nat the Lord ſaid Abraham ſhall become a great 
' Wd mighty Nation. XVIII. 18. Abraham ſhall al- 
0 poſſeſs the Land, which was promiſed to him, 
Wamely in his Seed. 
he Literal and Perſonal Performance of the 
'romiſe therefore cannot be challenged from theſe 
Fo C 2 Forms 
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Forms of Speech, much leſs are the Words of 
Zacharias Lu. I. 72. to be ſtrained to a rigorous 
Intetpretation, as by the learned MEDE*hey 
are. To perform the Mercy to our Fathers, (ſo the 
Place indeed 1s to be rendered, as he truly ob- 
ſerveth) and to remember his Holy Covenant, This 
he would underſtand of raiſing the. three Pa. 
triarchs, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob from the Dead, | 
and putting them in Poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
Land: He may as well extend it to all the Heel r 
of 1ſrael, that never were poſſeſſed of it, except c 
thoſe, who forfieted their Title by wnbelzef, and a 
died in the Wilderneſs, But the Mercy and the 0. { 
venant Zacharias ſpeaketh of, plainly ſeem to be 9 
That Covenant, and Promiſe, which Gop made, fi 
and declared unto Each of them. In thy Seed 
ſhall all the Familys, all the Nations of the Earib u! 
be bleſſed. XII. 3. XX11.18. XXVI. 4. XXVII. N 
14. This Interpretation carrieth with it its own d 
Light and Evidence, and is immoveably fixed ur 
by the Apoſtles Words, which, may ſerve as 2 P. 
perpetual Comment. Gal. III, 16. Nom to Abra. 
ham, and his Seed were the Promiſes made: HW it, 
ſaith not, And to Seeds, as of many, But as of On ne: 
And to thy Seed, which us Chriſt, nol 
I will not infiſt, that the Earthly is only J- ma 
pical of the Heavenly Canaan, and that the His. mt 
venly is the Country promiſed to Abraham and, 
his Sed: Not to that only which 1s of the Lan fit 
but to That alſo, which is of Faith — As it is writ 
ten I have made Thee a Father of many Nation. 
Rom. IV. 16, 17. Thus then is this moſt gra- 
cious Promiſe fulfilled, and in Him, in his See 
which is Chriſt, ſhall all the Familys of the 17 err 
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be bleſſed. Now We, Brethren, as Iſaac was, are 
the Children of the Promiſe. Gal. IV. 28. and the 
Faith, which was imputed to Abraham for Righ- 
zeouſneſs, ſhall be imputed to us alſo, if we beleive on 
Him that raiſed up FESUS our Lord from the Dead. 
Ro. IV. 24. For He, tbat raiſed ub CHRIST from 
the Dead ſhall alſo quicken our Mortal Bodys, and 


raiſe us up likewiſe from the Dead. 


Having ſettled this Point it may be further 
neceſſary for the removing all Difficultys, and 
clearing the Way before us to examine the Truth 
and Importance of this Poſitzon, which our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord here layeth down: He is not the GOD 
of the Dead, but of the Living : and then to con- 
fider the Reaſon added, For all live unto Him. 

In what Senſe this Aſſertion is preciſely to be 
underſtood, That He is not a GOD or the GOD 
of the Dead, but of the Living, hath been much 
diſputed by Commentators, and the Point is ſtz{l 
under Debate, and according to the Genius of that 
People will ſtill continue to be debated. 

However to offer ſomething towards ſettling 


it, I would obſerve, that one preciſe Senſe is not - 


neceſſary, but in how many Senſes ſoever GOD 1s 
not the GOD of the Dead, but of the Living in ſo 
many this ſaying is true; and in ſo many it was 
intended. 

I. In the firſt place He is ſo called in Oppo- 
ſition to the Heathen Idols, and to the Infernal 
GODS, who are the GODS of the Dead, and 
themſelves are alſo Dead : under the Sentence of 
Eternal Death to be paſſed upon them in the 
Judgment of the Great Day, to which they are re- 
ſerved, 2 Pet. II. 4,9. Jude v. 6. But our GOD is the 

Living 


[22 ] |; 

Living and the true GOD: He the Living GOD, 
and the GOD alſo of the Living, of all his faith- 
ful and Dear Children, and He will raiſe them 
ß at the laſt Day. And ſo to be the Chilaren of 
GOD, and the Children of the Reſurrection is the 
ſame thing, or rather being the Chilaren of the 
Reſurrettion proveth them to be the Children of 
GOD, as our Bleſſed Saviour here teacheth us. 
Lu. XX. 36. Neither can they die any more, for 
they are equal unto the Angels, and are the Children | 
of GOD being the Children of the Reſurrettion. g 

II. In the next place with ; St. Chryſe/fom we I | 
ſay, that Gop declaring 1 am the Gop of 4. 
braham, &c. pointed out not only the Atul . 
Exiſtence of Abraham at that preſent, but alſo ' 
the Hope and Aſſurance of his Future Refurre- Il * 
ion: For“ He is not, He faith, the Gop rw 
« 2x evrwv, and of thoſe, that entirely diſappear, 
ce and are never to riſe again. For He ſaid not, 8 
« [ was, but, I am, (the Go) of thoſe, that do I 
« realy exiſt, and live. For as Adam the he 4. 
lived that day, in which he did eat of the 0 


Tree, was nevertheleſs dead by Virtue of the by 

e Sentence pronounced, ſo thele likewiſe, altho 00 

«they were dead, did yet live by Virtue of the 1 

| «promiſed Reſurrection. The next Words I ſhall 3 

Þ preſently conſider, and to theſe in the mean 5 

1 time 1 may add, that the Declaration being firſt 5 

il Negative, He is not the GOD of the Dead, ſeem. Wh 

| eth to ſhow, that becauſe GOD zs not the GOD 1 

i of the Dead, but of the Living, therefore they, wk 
29 


whoſe Gop He declareth Himſelf to be, ſhall 
live in the very ſame reſpect, they are now ſaid to * 


| | a Hom, 70. Tom, II. p. 445. Ed. Eton. « 
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be Dead: or in the Words of our Bleſſed Lord 
to Martha: He that beleiveth in me, tho He were 
Dead, yet ſhall he live. For as all thoſe, of whom 
Gb declareth Himſelf to be their Gov, are 
Living in one reſpect, and are Dead, or not Living 
in another, and as Gos declaring Himſelf to 
be their G 0D, implieth the Promiſe of Future as 
well, as the Youchſafing of preſent Bleſſings, the 
Words, thus interpreted, are an Aſſurance, that 
thoſe, who are Dead, ſhall be razſed to Life a- 
ain. 
I would obſerve, that when this Admirable 
Preacher ſaith, GoOb is not the Gop r N 
er, but of the Living; the Living are nor 
there oppoſed to Things Inexiſtent, nor even to 
Things /nanimate, but the z Grey are there 
meant of Perſons, not of Things, and the Living 
are oppoſed to the Dead, as Death putteth an 
End to the preſent Exiſtence, or rather Manner of 
Exiſtence of Men; As therefore Man is ſaid to 
die with reſpect to his Body only, and the Que- 
tion here propoſed is concerning the Ręſurre- 
Non of the Body, the Argument requireth from 
God's declaring Himſelf the GOD of the Living, 
that they, who are His, ſhall live and riſe again 
from the Dead: According to the Apoſtle's Con- 
futation of thoſe, who ſaid the Reſurrection was 
already paſt. Nevertheleſs the Foundation of GOD 
tandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth 
them, that are His. 2 Tim. II. 19. In this Senſe 
then He is the GOD of the Living : of all thoſe, 
whom He receiveth into his Covenant of Grace, 
and Sealeth unto his Glory. 
del © As to their Spirits, they never die, and with 

; re- 
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«© regard to them it is abſurd to talk of a Reſurre. 
« ion. But from the paſſage referred to we learn, It 
that the Spirits have (till a Relation to, and a Pro- 
perty in their Reſpective Bodys: The Body is an Inte- 
gral and Conſtituent Part of the Man; and altho the I 
Spirit ſubſiſteth for a Time without the Boay, yet to 
its perfect Subſiſtence as an Individual Human Si. . 
irit, it wanteth and looteth for a Reunion with that WP 
very Body, from which it was diſſolved. In Proſped p 
and Aſſurance of that Renunion, Guo b's faithful Y'< 
Servants, even with reſpect to the Body, may be Ich 
ſaid to live; their Bodys being in ſuch a State of. 
Alteration for the better, that the Sepulcher is to de. 
be conſidered as a Womb to form, and prepare ¶ Int 
them for a more glorious Reſurrettion, and ſo (or- 
ruption itſelf is made an Argument of Immortal. S 
ty.“ «For the Body is not deſtroyed, but all the I 
« Corruptible and periſhable Parts of it are con. 
«{umed in the Grave, which like a Furnace to 
“Gold and Silver, rendreth it back all purified, 
« defecate, and clear. For it is ſown in Corruption: 
It is raiſed in Incorruption. 1 Cor. XV. 42. 

III. In the third place it may be expectech 
that in fixing the Senſe of theſe Words, He ii 
not the GOD of the Dead, but of the Living, 
ſhould conſider that Paſſage Rom. XIV. 9. where 
the Apoſtle teacheth, That to this End Chriſt bot) 
died and roſe, and revived, that He might be Lori 
both of the Dead, and Living. For why ſhoulc 
Chriſt be proclaimed Lord of the Dead, whe! 
Himſelf hath taught us, that the GOD of Abra 
ham is not the GOD of the Dead but of the Living? 


a Vid. D. Chryſ. Tom. VI. Or. 69. p. 712. b Ibid. p. 771. fd 
Eton. | W 
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We may anſwer at once with St. Chryſoſtom in 
the Homily firſt quoted, That one place is not 
«contrary to the Other; For the Dead, which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of are ſuch, as are to be 
« Alive again. | 

But to reply more diſtinctly and at large, I 
would obſerve, that our Bleſſed Lord, who 
ſpoke to the Sadducees is the ſame Go b, who 
ſpoke unto Moſes at the Buſh. This maketh the 
Coming Contrariety as ſtrong as poſſible, and 
this being premiſed, we anſwer, | 

I. Firſt that if by the Dead and Living we un- 
derſtand the whole Race of Mankind divided 
into Good, and Bad, Juſt and Unjuſt, They are 
Al equaly under the Dominion of Gop ; and our 
Saviour hath alſo by his Death and Sufferings 
acquired a New Dominion over them, which is 
the Dominion the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of. The Juſt 
He calleth unto Eternal Life and Happineſs, the 
Unuft He condemneth to Eternal Death and Mi- 


%. By the Latter are ſignified the Dead, by 


the Former the Living: and this is the grand 
Repartition of Mankind as they (hall be ſenten- 
ced to Life and Death at the Judgment of the 
Great Day. For altho of theſe Dead, we cannot 
ſay, that Gop is their G op for Good, becauſe 
they have broken his Covenant, and caſt away his 
lommanaments, (thoſe Cords of their Duty from 
them,) yet they are not out of the Verge, but with 
the Fallen Angels are confined in the moſt Bale- 
ful Cantons of his Dominions : And in thoſe Diſ- 
mal Regions He ſhall rule them with a Rod of Iron, 
aud break them in Pieces like a Potters Veſſel. vid, 


PI. II. 
D II. If 
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II. If by the Dead and Living we underſtand 
the Repartition of Mankind into the Quick and 
Dead; that is into Thoſe, that have died ſince 
the Foundation to the Dyſſalution of the World, 
then by the Dead we underſtand all indiſcrim- 
nately who have died, and by the Quict Thoſe 
that in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye a; 
the laſt Trump, ſhall be changed. 1 Cor. XV, 52. 
In this Senſe sur Lord it ardained of GOD ta be 
the Fudge of Quick aud Dead, as St. Peter decla- 
reth Aﬀs X. 42. And thoſe Blaſphemers, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of in his firſt Epiſtle, hall gire 
Account ta Him, that is ready ta judge the Quick, 
and the Dead, 1 Pet. IV. 5. and hath alſo in @ Rea 
dineſ To execute Judgment upon All, and to canvant 
All that are Ungodly — of all therr Vnzodly Deeds, 
which they — have committed, and of all their bard 
| Speeches, which Ungoaly Sinners have ſpoken again 
Him. As St. Fude reciteth out of the Prophecy 
of Enoch. v. 15. When the Rooks ſhall be opened, 
and the Dead Small and Great ſpall ftand befyt 
GOD, and be judged out of them. Rev. XX. 13. 
The Dead therefore here mentioned are Sw, 
as ſhall riſe again to Judgments whether of Life 
or Death. If of the (aſt they will fall under the 
Grand Diviſon before mentioned, and under the 
Sentence and Power of the Second Death, and ſo 
they are Emphaticaly the Dead, that is muſerabl 
for ever. 
III. By the Quick and Dead may more pecu- 
liarly be underſtood all theſe, that are departed 
this Life in the Faith and Fear of Gon and 


all choſe Righteous Perſops, who (hall be found Bk 


alive at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt, For the 
2 Apo- 
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' Apoſtle in his Diſcourſe upon the ReſurreBion, 
cho in the Beginning he ſpeaketh of the general 
ll Reſurreftion, yet afterwards deſcribeth the Rg- 
\ ſurref:on of the Juſt: and it is remarkable that 
he deliyereth himſelf in the firſt Perſon, and in 
che preſent and Future Tenſe, a Language proper 
ut the perpetual Communien of the Saints, as if Him- 
ſelf, and the Carinthzans, to whom he wrote, 
ſhould be then Alive, we ſhall not All Sleep, but 
we ſhall All be changed. 1 Cor. XV. 21. In like 
manner to the Thefſalomans : We, which are A. 
live, all nas prevent them, which are Aſleep. 1 Theſſ. 
IV.15. By them, that are ſtep, the Apoſtle 
meaneth Them, that Sleep in Feſus : even the Dead 
in Cbraſe, v. 16. Them, that are Chriſt s at bu cum- 
ng. 1 Cor. XV. 23. Of Theſe Re is the Lard in 
the ſame Senſe, that He is the GOD of the 
living: For while they lived they lived unto the 
Lud, and when they died, they died unta the 
Lord: Living therefore and Dead they are the Lord s. 
Rom XIV. 8. Aud thus He ts Lord bath of the 
Dead and Living. v. 9. 

There is ſtill one other Expreflion to be taken 
notice of (with which for the preſent) 1 ſhall 
conclude this Period before Law, and that is the 
Reaſon, our Bleſſed Lord here addeth. For A 
ve unto Him. 

This is to be explained in a Senſe conſiſtent 


th our prefent Diſſolution, and is in fome 

ecu" Felpects to be underſtood the fame Way with 

he Other. For in the ſame Senſe, that Go p is 

Uled the G0 D of tbe Living, All are faid to 

ve unto Him- And this being applied by our 

our to the Refurrettion, we are taught, that 
D 2 


Death 
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Death is not an utter Extinction of their Being, 
even as to their Bodily Exiſtence, but an Inter- 
ruption only or a Suſpenſion for a Time of the 
Manner of their Exiſting: And becauſe what 
Gop hath aſſured us ſhall be, is as certain, as 
What is actüaly before our Eyes: Becauſe to 
Him, who quickneth the Dead, and calleth thoſe 
Things that be not as though they were. Rom. l V. 17. 
it is perfectly all One for Him to cal, 
and things to be, God ſpeaketh therefore with 
the utmoſt Propriety of Futurity as of the pre- 
ſent Time, and All are ſaid to live unto Him, in- 
aſmuch as All ſhall be revived, and razed from 

the Dead. For tho' we call Thoſe, that are De- , 
parted, DEAD, in Contradiſtinction to the Liv IF ;; 
ing, yet ſince All live unto GO D, we may apply N , 
unto them the Words of the Wiſe Man a little & 7 
varied. Wiſd. III. 2--4. In the Sight of Men they 
ſeem to die, but their Hope 18 full of Immortality 
And of them we may ſay, as our Saviour ſaid 
of the Ruler's Daughter. She is not Dead, bu 
Sleepeth. Lu. VIII. 52, The right Improvement 
of all this is as the Apoſtle commandeth the R. 
mans VI. 11. To look upon ourſelves as Dead indeed 
unto Sin, but Alive unto G O D thro Feſus Chriſt ou 


Lord. | N 
It is faid to be an Obſervation of the Hebren he 
Writers, that in the Scriptures G 0D is not cal r 


led the Gob of Any, as He is called the Gor 
of Abraham, while they are yet Alive in thi 
preſent World. The Obſervation ſurely is no 
exactly right; For we have ſeen that Gop cal 
leth Himſelf, and is called the Go Dp of //a 
as well as Abraham while Iſaac was yet = 
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The Death of Abraham maketh no Difference : 
He is as much the Gop of Iſaac Living, as of 
Abraham Dead, and is much in all reſpects the 
Gop of Iſaac, and the Gop of Jacob durin 
their Lives, as He proclaimeth Himlelf to be af- 
ter their Death: According to the Obſervation 
indeed, were it ſtrictly true, they did then tru- 
ly begin to live, when they died, as on the other 
hand, He that liveth in Sin, may be ſaid to be 
Dead while he liveth. 1 Tim. V. 6. And the Gop 
of Abraham is not the GOD of the Dead, but of 
the Living. 

He is therefore the GOD of Abraham the GOD 
. of Iſaac and the GOD of Jacob. By this Appella- 
tion He engageth to raiſe them from the Dead, 
ly Wl and to bring them to his Heavenly Kingdom : 
le The Promiſes remain ftill to be fülfllecß unto 
e them, and we, and all the Faithful may ſay with 
dhe Pſalmiſt in reſpect both of this Life and that 
aid Better, which is to come. This GOD ic our 
b GOD for ever and Ever: He ſhall be our Guide 
ent Y into Death. XLVIII. 14. Yea, O Lord, Thou ſhalt 
N. quicken us again, and ſhalt bring us up again from 
deed the Depths of the Earth. LXXI. 20. Amen. 


Now unto Gop:. The Father the Son, and 
hren he Holy Ghoſt be all Glory, as it is moſt due, 
calYfor Ever. Amen. 
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